
 

Arts of the Islamic World and India and Modern and 
Contemporary Middle East Sales  

Bring a Combined Total of £12M / $16M 
 

Arts of the Islamic World and India Almost Doubles its Estimate with  
Tens of Works Sell ing for Mult iples of their High Estimate, Led by:  

 
A Pair of Silver Mounted Pistols made for Tipu Sultan: £1.1m (est.  £60,000-

80,000) 
 

A set of albums containing f if ty-two paint ings of Indian costumes, held in the 
same family since the original commission 225 years ago: £609,600 (est.  

£50,000-80,000)  
 

A jade 'horse-head' hi lted dagger and scabbard: £406,400 (est.  £20,000-
30,000) 

 
New Records Bishan Singh - A Record for any Sikh Artwork,  

and for Inj i Eff latoun 
 
 

 
 

 
DOWNLOAD PRESS IMAGES HERE  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/7dnfif05eexf1cl0wxd2b/ADz3BbGEl4g_E6PyrhJ_ELo?rlkey=vyjsgszj0jg869l2bkau456rm&st=r4pwqwrl&dl=0


Overview:  
● Combined total: £11,818,533 / $15,757,722 (est. £7.7– £11.6m) 
● Institutional bidding and buying on several lots, including from the Center of Islamic 

Civilization, Tashkent 

Arts of the Islamic World & India: 
● Sale Total: £10,088,793 / $13,454,919 (est. £4.4 - 6.6m) 
● Just over half of lots sold achieved prices above their high estimate 
● Almost 20% of buyers were new to Sotheby’s  
● Participation from 25 countries across the world - with lively bidding from Central Asia, 

and across the Middle East, India, Europe and the United States  
● Key Results:  

○ A painting of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in procession through a Baazar by Bishan Singh, 
made an auction record for the artist and a record for Sikh art, selling to an 
institution for £952,500 / $1.3m (est. £200,000-300,000, Lot 220)  

○ A pair of silver-mounted flintlock pistols made for Tipu Sultan, sold to a private 
collector for almost 14x their high estimate, achieving £1.1m / $1.4 (est. £60,000-
80,000, Lot 223)  

○ The first lot in the sale, a rare late 16th-century (r. 1556-1605) Qur'an manuscript 
from the library of Mughal Emperor Akbar in India, sparked a 15-minute bidding 
battle, selling for £863,600 / $1,151,740 (est. £40,000-60,000, Lot 101) 

○ A set of albums containing fifty-two paintings of Indian costumes, which had 
remained in the same family since being commissioned at least 225 years ago, sold 
for £609,600 / $812,993 (est. £50,000-80,000, Lot 232)  

○ A silver-mounted flintlock blunderbuss (bukmar) made for Tipu Sultan, sold for 
£571,500 / $762,181 (est. £60,000-80,000, Lot 224)  

○ An extremely rare illustrated manuscript of the Ka'banameh, dating from Dhu'l-Hijjah 
1080 AH/April-May 1670 AD, sold for £444,500 / $592,807  (est. £120,000-180,000, 
Lot 105)  

○ A Mughal jade 'horse-head' hilted dagger and scabbard, sold for 14x its high 
estimate: £406,400 / $541,995 (est. £20,000-30,000, Lot 203)  

○ A line from one of the most impressive Qur'ans ever produced, the 'Baysunghur 
Qur'an' - known for its immense scale - sold to the Center of Islamic Civilization, 
Tashkent £241,300 / $321,810 (est. £100,000-150,000, Lot 128)  

○ A painting of Elephants frolicking in a mountain lake, India, circa 1630-40, sold for 
£139,700 / $186,311 (est. £15,000-20,000, Lot 192) 

 
Modern and Contemporary Middle East:  

● Sale Total: £1,729,740 / $2,302,803 (est. £1.4 - 2.1m) 
● Just over a quarter of bidders were new to Sotheby’s  
● Key Results:  

○ Record for a work by Inji Efflatoun, Untitled (Portrait of a Woman): £107,950 / 
$143,714 (est. £40,000-60,000, Lot 1) 

○ Fahrelnissa Zeid’s ‘Carnations’ - one of the artist’s personal favourites - sold for 
£190,500 / $253,613 (est. £40,000-60,000, Lot 5)   

https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2025/arts-of-the-islamic-world-india-l25223/an-exceptionally-rare-and-important-quran
https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2025/arts-of-the-islamic-world-india-l25223/an-exceptionally-rare-and-important-quran


○ Samia Halaby’s vibrant Morning Honey: £95,250 / $118,353 (est. £70,000-100,000, 
Lot 6)  

○ Sohrab Sepehri, Untitled: £88,900 / $118,353 (est. £70,000-90,000, Lot 23) 
○ Fahrelnissa Zeid’s High Seas at Eastbourne - painted on the Sussex coast during a 

particularly tumultuous time in her life - sold for £69,850 / $92,991(est. £20,000-
30,000, Lot 3)  

 
 

 
Patterns of Faith: Living Traditions in Islamic Art: an exhibition from Turquoise Mountain and the 
King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) showcasing contemporary craftsmanship from 
the Islamic world will continue to be on display at Sotheby’s London until 5 November (opening 
times below) 
  
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM–4:30 PM*   
Saturday - Sunday 12:00 PM–5:00 PM**  
*Monday 3 November 9:00 AM–8:00 PM (late night view for Asian Art in London)   
 

 

SOTHEBY’S COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 

 
JENNY TRUDGILL | JENNY.TRUDGILL@SOTHEBYS.COM  

 MITZI MINA | MITZI.MINA@SOTHEBYS.COM 
MATTHEW FLORIS | MATTHEW.FLORIS@SOTHEBYS.COM  

 

 

About Sotheby’s 

Established in 1744, Sotheby’s is the world’s premier destination for art and luxury. Sotheby’s promotes access to and 
ownership of exceptional art and luxury objects through auctions and buy-now channels including private sales, e-
commerce and retail. Our trusted global marketplace is supported by an industry-leading technology platform and a 
network of specialists spanning 40 countries and 70 categories which include Contemporary Art, Modern and 
Impressionist Art, Old Masters, Chinese Works of Art, Jewelry, Watches, Wine and Spirits, and Design, as well as 
collectible cars and real estate. Sotheby’s believes in the transformative power of art and culture and is committed to 
making our industries more inclusive, sustainable and collaborative.  

Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Pinterest | WeChat | Weibo | Youku 

* Estimates do not include buyer's premium or overhead premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus 
buyer's premium and overhead premium and are net of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided 
an irrevocable bid. 

Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view 
original content and more at sothebys.com, and by downloading Sotheby's app for iOS and Android 

https://www.sothebys.com/en/digital-catalogues/patterns-of-faith-living-traditions-in-islamic-art?locale=en
https://www.sothebys.com/en/digital-catalogues/patterns-of-faith-living-traditions-in-islamic-art?locale=en
https://www.asianartinlondon.com/
https://www.asianartinlondon.com/
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https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5NzE1MzAxMA==&mid=503410230&idx=1&sn=027240765cbaba7b3d851ac396541f33&chksm=0b50f4ab3c277dbd5e3d5fcf65ac8b1aaff4fd5b0b5bd49b18e3f2a14c35ae40c3e78bd3bcfa&mpshare=1&scene=1&srcid=&sharer_sharetime=1579058463571&sharer_shareid=c701faa33192eda3c850e0e2640371f6&exportkey=AhLlw1KuYKWfJD5ScRqLfeI%3D&pass_ticket=PGcP1XUHEqunNj%2F8QsLjrhvRmxDyLemd942OzHgYJNOXDb7Hc86lnLDxSs2c8eZC#rd
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